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CLASS CONFLICT 
 

Conflict between different social or economic classes. 
 
 
ACCORDING TO THE KARL MARX 

 
Marx said that society has always been divided between two economic classes-

exploiters and the exploited, which have always been at conflict with each other. 
 
 
OVERVIEW OF THE TOPIC 

 
Income distribution is a frequency distribution showing number of persons, taxpayers 

or households classified by level of income. The unequal distribution of income is a major 
issue in many countries, mostly in developing countries and in Pakistan it has been a burning 
since its birth. As the inequality in the distribution rises, it divides the population in to small 
groups with various differences among them, thus fueling conflict between them. The conflict 
arises due to difference in the income patterns, employment patterns, wage rates, difference 
in resources symbolic or material, social status etc. the difference in the lifestyle, wage rates, 
and the job opportunities in the rural and urban cities of Pakistan cause class conflict, as 
people living in various locations belong to different income groups. Feudal culture in 
Pakistan is among the major reason of class conflict. Landlords have made monopolies which 
have increased the disparities among the various classes living.  

 
Class conflict is a serious problem which causes violent activities such as high crime. 

Unfortunately our government has been unable to solve this problem of uneven distribution 
of income, as they themselves are enjoying the class difference existing in our country. Over 
the past year this conflict has been boiling and will eventually erupt one day. With this 
segregation of the population into various classes, social gaps have increased and people have 
become more accustomed to other people who are of similar stature in the society. This is one 
of the major issues facing Pakistan, but it all trickles down to the fact that the people who are 
causing this unequal distribution of income are the ones who are leading us.  

 
Over the past years, the income distribution in Pakistan has adopted an uneven trend, 

meaning that there is no significant increase or decrease, thus the notion that the rich are 
getting richer and poor are getting poorer, and the result of this is a growing conflict among 
the various classes that exist in our society today. Other factor such as corruption also plays a 
vital role in this unequal distribution of income. 

 
 
IMPORTANCE OF STUDY WITH RESPECT TO PAKISTAN 

 
Since Pakistan’s inception, the populace has been plagued with the diabolical issue of 

income distribution. The seriousness of this issue cannot be denied, since it has been the root 
cause of constant upheaval in the society in general and also the catalyst of constant unrest, 
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distrust and sometimes violent protests. In other words we have been compromised in a never 
ending stalemate. Since there is no significant trend of increase or decrease of income 
distribution in Pakistan, thus this kind of uneven trend is giving rise to undesirable hybrid 
classes based upon this income inequality. The initiation of such classes has led to an 
avalanche of prejudice, discrimination and more disturbingly, exclusion of significant amount 
of people from the nucleus of the society. It has also led to the formation of different stratums 
among the people. With the passage of time this horrendous social exclusion, disparity and 
discrimination has manifested into an ugly class conflict amongst the people we see today in 
Pakistan. The mere presence of various classes based on improper income distribution is 
evidence of its existence. The increasing social gap, distrust and lack of communication 
between the people, nourishes the problem of income distribution and provides sustenance 
for its future.  

 
The prevailing feudal culture in Pakistan is also one of the major catalysts of the 

unequal distribution of income in Pakistan. The most influential people or the ruling has the 
most concentration of resources; they also include the politicians of Pakistan who are 
responsible for making policies against this burning issue. Inflation is another factor 
contributing to the lowering of the purchasing power of the lower classes, which in turn 
induces a conflict among the general public, as inflation hits hard on the lower classes and 
has little effect on the elite class, thus the flow of money in the economy is limited to asset 
number of influential or powerful people, while the majority of the population is deprived 
even the basic necessities of life. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 

 
From the above argument, it is concluded that there is a marked class conflict in the 

population of Pakistan based on the unequal distribution of income in Pakistan. Corrupt 
officials, low number of taxpayers and resistance to change are some of the factors which 
contribute to fuel this ongoing conflict among the people. Pakistan is also facing a great 
threat from security point of view as well as inefficient monetary policies, which also hinders 
economic growth.  

 
Hence the people are divided into the various groups mentioned in the paper, 

according to difference in income, status amount of resources and other contributing factors. 
According to the results, stratification among the people does not hold much importance, but 
it is a minor contributing factor in the class conflict, people of similar backgrounds belong to 
a similar type of social status tend to socialize more than people belonging to other classes. 
This is a common practice that people with similar resources either material or symbolic will 
from a social group and tend to exclude people who are different from them. 
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